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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, November 13 


Into All the World Together 
(Mark 16:13) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE Lord’s final instructions to His 
disciples before He returned to the 
Father had to do with getting the Gos- 
pel to all the world. Only a very 
small number of those for whom He 
died on the cross had heard the Good 
News of salvation from sin. In spite of 
the fact that nineteen centuries have 
past there are still many who have not 
heard. The imperative in which the 
Lord’s final command to His disciples 
was given applies just as surely to us 
today as to His followers of old if we 
call ourselves His disciples through 
faith in Him and acceptance of Him as 
our Saviour. 
4 
Even though circumstances, as they 
sometimes do, may have prevented our 
actual service on some foreign field, we 
can claim no exemption from respon- 
sibility to answer our Lord’s “go,” for 
we can give active support, through 
our church and young people’s group, 
to united missionary efforts, we can 
give and we can pray for those who 
are privileged to go in person. 


ve 


But let us not, with this realization, 
breathe a sigh of relief and rest back 
upon such secondhand efforts. Our 
Lord’s “go” still stands and each of us 
must face it unless we have received 
His counter command to stay. Have 
you ever made your call to go a defi- 
nite matter of prayer, asking the Lord 
to remove the circumstances that now 
seem to stand in the way of your go- 
ing? 

4 

There are at least four great facts 
that show why the Lord’s instructions 
to His disciples of all time were spear- 
headed by His imperative, “Go!” 


bg 


The first is that all men, apart from 
Christ, are lost and face a hopeless 
eternity (Isa. 53:6; John 3:16; Rom. 5: 
12; 3:9, 23). 

The second fact is that God in His 
great love is not willing that any should 
perish, but that all might have the 
opportunity to come to repentance (Isa. 
53:6; John 3:16; Rom. 10:13). 
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The third fact is that all men need 
to be born from above (John 3:3, 
5, 7). They must have the Son, the 
Lord Jesus, if they are to have eternal 
life here and throughout all eternity. 
They have the Son only through belief 
in Him and acceptance of Him as $av- 
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iour. God has provided this way of 
escape from death. It is the only way 
provided. It is free and for all. There- 
fore, if man does not accept it through 
rejection, or neglect, or because he has 
not heard about it, he has no hope. 


se 


A fourth fact is that each of us has 
an obligation to discharge because we 
have come within the sound of the 
Gospel’s call. It is not a matter of a 
nice gesture that we may make to the 
unreached millions. It is not to be 
looked upon as a fine, noble, Christian 
effort to help get the Gospel to the 
uttermost parts. It is a debt we owe. 
Paul exclaimed, “Woe is me, if I preach 
not the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:16). He 
looked upon his knowledge of Christ 
as a sacred trust committed to him 
(1 Cor. 9:17) that he must pass on to 
those who had not heard (1 Tim. 1:11). 
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Some day each of us who know 
Christ must stand before Him to give 
an account of the deeds done in this 
life (Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10). Will it 
be a time of rejoicing at our Lord’s, 
“Well done,” for faithful obedience, or 
will there be shame and sorrow, as we 
realize the lost opportunities to obey 
His command to go, and a consequent 
loss of rewards that might have been 
ours? (1 John 2:28.) 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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Scripture Art Calendars for 1961 


HE attractive and helpful Scrip- 

ture Art Calendars for 1961 are 
now ready. The special features of these 
calendars make them desirable not only 
for use in the home but also for the 
Sunday school and church. Daily Scrip- 
ture readings that follow the selections 
of the American Bible Society encour- 
age regular Bible reading. Devotional 
readings for each week, Bible verses 
for each day of the year, and memory 
selections help one to increase his fa- 
miliarity with the whole Word of God. 
Titles and Scripture references are 
given each week for the International 
Uniform Lessons. 

Sundays and holidays are indicated 
in red, small inserts showing the pre- 
ceding and following months are in- 
cluded with each month, and the phases 
of the moon are given. 

Full-color reproductions of well- 
known paintings illustrating incidents 
from the New Testament are the out- 
standing feature of the _ calendars. 
Teachers will find these helpful in 
making stories from the life of Jesus 
vivid and meaningful to their Sunday 
school ciasses, and many will find the 
calendaiipto be attractive additions to 
any room of the home because of this 
feature. ane 

The calendars measure 16” x 10” and 
have a ten-inch metal kinding at the 
top, with a cord for hanging. Moder- 
ately priced at 35 cents each; 3 for $1; 
12 for $3.50; 25 for $7; 50 for $12; 100 
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for $22; they may be had by sending 
your name and address, along with 
your order, to: The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., Phil- 
adelphia 5. Just ask for the 1961 Scrip- 
ture Art Calendar. 
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Worldwide Bible Reading 


N 1943 a Marine stationed in the Pa- 

cific wrote to his family asking them 
to join him in a plan by which he and 
they would be reading the same passage 
from the Bible on any given day. The 
American Bible Society heard of the 
idea and under them it has since grown 
to a world-wide movement. 

As they have done for the past sev- 
eral years, the Society has again this 
year prepared a list of suggested read- 
ings for every day in 1961. Printed in 
convenient bookmark form, the lists in- 


(Continued on page 843) 
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November 8—A Call to Prayer and Action 


As Christians who are citizens of the United States of 
America, we must realize something of the seriousness of 
the crisis that confronts us and our nation under God. 
Has there ever been an election heavier with portent and 
possibility in our history? With an unparalleled generosity 
we have financed and aided other nations toward economic 
stability. We have stimulated the industrialization of many 
new areas of the world, with the result that many of these 
nations with a lower standard of living and wage structure 
can successfully compete and, in some cases, now outbid 
In addition to this, on the 
domestic scene there is the real threat of runaway inflation. 


us in the world market. 


These two factors could bring about economic chaos and 
depression. With the United States at the heart of world 
missions and evangelism, humanly speaking there could easily 
come a setback for the cause of Christ. Then there is the 
horrifying growth of atheistic, militant Communism, bent 
on the subjugation of our nation. This revolution is now 
at our Caribbean doorstep and threatens our national secur- 
ity. For the first time the Pentagon planners must reckon 
with the possibility of massive enemy invasion from the air 
The decay and moral 
collapse of so many of our people and institutions, coupled 


preceded by nuclear bombardment. 


with widespread ethical cynicism, is the Trojan horse and 


fifth column within our citadel. This could contribute 


more than anything else to our downfall. Now we face 
the real possibility of a Roman Catholic President, who must 
be judged, not by his disavowal of ecclesiastical pressure but 
by the record of his life, political career, and voting record. 
What can be thought of the trustworthiness of one who 
claims to be a loyal, true son of his church but at the 
same time repudiates so much of the claimed authority and 
dogma of that church? But we are Christians, and the Bible 
teaches us that “our citizenship is in heaven; from whence 
also we look for the Saviour” (Phil. 3:20). Yes, we are 
pilgrims and strangers in this world, but this is not all we 
are. We still have an earthly citizenship with earthly 
responsibilities. This dual relationship was perfectly summed 
up in the words of our Lord: “Render therefore unto Caesar 
the things which be Caesar’s, and unto God the things which 
be God’s” (Luke 20:25). 
voting in a democracy, do we not have the responsibility 
before God prayerfully to exercise our best judgment in the 
light of God’s Word and cast our ballot for the one who 
seems the more trustworthy in character, the more mature 


If we have the privilege of 


in judgment, and the more tried and experienced for national 
leadership? Are we not responsible to vote for the one we 
judge most capable to preserve our heritage and to lead the 
Having done this, we can confidently rest in the 


(Continued on page 835) 


people? 





Lesson for November 13 in this issue 





Lesson 7.—Our Experience of God. 
Psaims 116; 117; 118. 


C.E. Topic—Into All the World To- 


3. The Christian’s Duty of Love 


By Arthur Petrie, Th.D. 
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Christians of varied types and tem- 
peraments, and yet they must, as His 
true disciples, love all Christians. 





our mutual Christian love be such that it 
again will occasion “special surprise.” 





O may we find the ancient way, 
Our wondering foes to move, 
And force the heathen world to say, 
See how these Christians love! 


3. Mutual Christian love knits Chris- 
tians together and unites them. Paul 
prayed for Christians “that their hearts 
might be comforted, being knit together 
in love” (Col. 2:2). He also exhorted 
them with these words about the duty 
of Christian love, “And above all these 
things put on love, which is the bond 
of perfectness” (Col. 3:14, A.S.V.). In 
the present state of things, Christians 
may not be “knit together” in all points 
of teaching or forms of church govern- 
ment or practices, but we can be “knit 
together in love,” we can “put on love” 
toward all. We shall, if we have “the 
love of the Spirit,” that is, “the love 
inbreathed by the Spirit” (Rom. 15: 
30). 

4. Another effect of mutual Christian 
love is service for one another and 
others. The Apostle Paul wrote to the 
Galatian Christians, “By love serve one 
another” (Gal. 5:13). The word “serve” 
there means “do slave service” for one 
another, not thinking of whether it 
dignifies you or not. The picture of 
such servant-service is the one fur- 
nished by the Lord in John 13:1-17. 
. The Lord there took the place of a 
bond servant. He girded Himself with 
a towel, and washed the feet of His 
disciples. He did it out of love, for 
the chapter opens with these words, 
“Jesus ... having loved his own which 
were in the world, he loved them unto 
the end [unto the uttermost].” Then 
He performed the service of a bond 
slave: He washed their feet as a service 
of love. The effect of His love was 
service—bond-slave service. 


5. Forbearance is an effect of mutual 
Christian love. The Scripture says, 
“Forbearing one another in love” (Eph. 
4:2). Forbearance is the “patient en- 
durance of offenses of others, the re- 
fraining from claiming or enforcing a 
right,” and forbearance is also a “re- 
fraining from retaliation or retribution.” 
This grace of forbearance is an effect 
of mutual Christian love. All Chris- 
tians everywhere need to bear and 
forbear! 

In a similar strain the Apostle Peter 
writes to Christians, “And above all 
things have fervent charity [love] 
among yourselves: for charity [love] 
shall cover the multitude of sins” (1 
Pet. 4:8). This warm mutual Christian 
love “inclines people to forgive and 
forget offenses against themselves, to 
cover and conceal the sins of others, 
rather than aggravate them and spread 
them abroad. It teaches us to love 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“I do set my bow in the cloud, 
and it shall be for a token of a 
covenant between me and the 
earth. And it shall come to pass, 
when I bring a cloud over the 
earth, that the bow shall be seen 
in the cloud” (Gen. 9:13, 14). 
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those who are but weak, and who have 
been guilty of many evil things before 
their conversion” (Matthew Henry). O 
for this mutual Christian love! 


6. Christian love will effect obedience 
in the heart and habits of the Christian. 
We shall obey because we love. The 
Lord Jesus said to His disciples, and 
He says it to all Christians, “If ye 
love me, keep my commandments” 
(John 14:15). Obedience is a proof of 
love to the one commanding: love de- 
lights to obey. Someone has said: 


Faith makes all things possible; 
Hope makes all things bright; 
Love makes all things easy. 


When Christians have the love of 
God and the love of Christ within 
them, they will find that love makes 
all things easy. The apostle of love, 
the one whom Jesus loved, and the 
one who so sincerely loved the Lord 
Jesus, wrote, “For this is the love of 
God, that we keep his commandments: 
and his commandments are not griev- 
ous” (1 John 5:3). It may be re- 
marked that the American Standard 
Version of John 14:15 reads, “If ye 
love me, ye will keep my command- 
ments.” There will be a_ willingness 
and a readiness to obey the One so 
loved. 

“When Christ has given them pre- 
cious promises, of the answer of their 
prayers and the coming of the Com- 
forter, He lays down this as a lim- 
itation of the promises, ‘Provided you 
keep My commandments, from a prin- 
ciple of love to Me.’ Christ will not 
be an Advocate for any but those that 
will be ruled and advised by Him as 
their Counsel. Follow the conduct of 
the Spirit, and you shall have the com- 
fort of the Spirit” (Matthew Henry). 

The obedience of the Son of God, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, to the Father 
was the effect of love. He Himself 
said so in His talk to the disciples in 
the upper room, “But that the world 
may know that I love the Father: and 
as the Father gave me commandment, 
even so I do. Arise, let us go hence” 
(John 14:31). May we also show the 
effect of love by our obedience, and 
let us mark well the teaching of Christ 
to Christians, “If ye love me, ye will 
keep my commandments.” 


7. Another effect of love is taught us 
in Romans 13:10: “Love worketh no 
ill to his neighbour: therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the law.” It means no 
ill thought, no ill words, and no ill 
deeds. The word “neighbour” in Greek 
and in English means “the one nearby, 
the one next door, across the street, in 
the same neighborhood”! They may be 
people of various and differing char- 
acters and idiosyncrasies, but love will 
never work any “ill” to them. 

I recall a story of a godly Quaker 
who had an ungodly neighbor. The 
ungodly neighbor would let his cows 
wander off into the field of the godly 
Quaker and allow them to eat up prod- 
ucts belonging to the other. That 
practice ended when the godly Quaker 
brought the cows back to his ungodly 
neighbor’s field, and said, “If thou per- 


(Continued on page 835) 
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a >Open letters 





What Is the Meaning of 
“Heart” in the Bible? 


Will you give me some explanation 
of the following passages of Scripture: 
Jeremiah 17:9; Matthew 15:18, 19; Ro- 
mans 10:9, 10; Acts 4:32; Matthew 5:8. 

These and many other references to 
the human heart in the Bible define 
it as the seat and source of life 
forces that determine men’s decisions, 
deportment, and activities in the 
everyday happenings of life. 

I cannot assimilate satisfactorily to 
myself in my limited reasoning ca- 
pacity that the blood-pumping, life- 
giving organ of the human body 
called the “heart” is the actual ob- 
ject referred to -in the references 
given above. I can’t think of the 
heart organ as having any more func- 
tions of thought or emotional ac- 
tivity than do the lungs, kidneys, 
eyes, ears, or other life-continuing 
organs of the body. I am constrained 
to believe that the brain—the hu- 
man mind is the only organ that 
generates these attributes and forces. 
—A North Carolina reader. 


Just as in our modern languages the 
word heart has many meanings, so in 
the Hebrew and Greek in which the 
Scriptures were originally written heart 
had a variety of meanings. We use 
heart today to mean the actual phy- 
sical organ which pumps the blood 
through the body. Psalm 45:5 would 
seem to be such a use of the word. 

But we use heart today in many 
other senses. We speak of not having 
the heart to do a certain thing. We 
say that a man’s heart is not in his 
work. We speak of one person as 
loving another with his whole heart. 
Just so, the Bible uses the word heart 
in many senses, as the Scripture verses 
mentioned by the North Carolina reader 
indicate. When used in these ways, 
heart is (1) the center of the bodily 
life, the reservoir of the entire life- 
power; (2) the center of the rational- 
spiritual nature of man; (3) the center 
of moral life in which are concentrated 
all moral conditions from the highest 
love of God down to self-deifying pride 
and hardening. It may mean the very 
center of the entire man and of life’s 
impulses. 

The word heart is not synonymous 
with brain or mind. A person may 
have knowledge or information and yet 
not have the courage, or desire, or zeal 
to act upon it. If you have access to 
Unger’s Bible Dictionary (Moody Press, 
820 N. La Salle St., Chicago 10; $8.95), 
you will find there a very excellent 
discussion of the word heart, too long 
to quote here. 


w 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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3. The Midnight Cry 





A clearer picture of Israel, Daniel’s seventieth week, and the Book of Revelation 


Israel, both past and future, Chris- 

tians also came to see that there 
had ever been a godly remnant in the 
midst of the nation down through all 
the centuries of Israel’s history, and it 
was with this remnant that God had 
specially to do. Paul had said that 
“they are not all Israel, which are of 
Israel” (Rom. 9:6), and whereas the 
remnant did not aways stand out dis- 
tinctly from the rest, yet they were 
there—the seven thousand of Elijah’s 
day, the Simeons and Annas at the 
time of Christ, the sealed company in 
Revelation 7 of a future day. Even 
now there is a “remnant according to 
the election of grace” (Rom. 11:5), but 
they lose their identity as Jews just 
as Gentiles do in the “one new man” 
of the present period. 

It was seen that the testimony of the 
remnant concerning the Kingdom com- 
menced before the Cross, that it was 
broken off by Israel’s rejection of their 
Messiah, and would be resumed at the 
time of the end (Matt. 10:5-23). The 
disciples were a part of that remnant 
and their witness to Israel would be 
taken up again by others in a future 
day prior to the second coming of 
Christ (Matt. 10:23), though it would 
also be broadened out to all the nations 
as well (Matt. 24:14). They saw their 
sufferings at the hands of the Gentiles, 
at the hands of their own brethren 
(Isa. 66:5), how there would be a 
spared as well as a martyred remnant 
in that future time of crisis (Rev. 6: 
9; 14:1, 13; 15:2), and many other de- 
tails that helped fill out the full pro- 
phetic picture. 


[ GETTING a clearer picture of 


ThE SEVENTIETH WEEK OF DANIEL 


There was still another aspect of 
prophetic truth that was beginning to 
open up, namely, that there was one 
“week” of Daniel’s seventy weeks that 
still remained to be fulfilled (Dan. 9: 
24-27). A careful study of this re- 
markable passage revealed that sixty- 
nine weeks, or 483 years, had been 
literally fulfilled, beginning with the 
command to rebuild Jerusalem and 
reaching down through the centuries 
to the time of Messiah, after which He 
would be cut off; but nothing could 
be found in subsequent history that at 
all corresponded to the predicted hap- 
penings of the final seven-year period. 
A Roman prince would make a cove- 
nant with the Jews for this period, but, 
in the midst of it, a terrible abomina- 
tion would be committed at Jerusalem 
under his protection, and this would be 
followed by sorrows upon sorrows for 
the Jews. There would be a desolator. 

Other passages such as Isaiah 28: 14-19 
and 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4 were under- 





In this third of his series of five 
articles, Mr. Osborne takes up some 
of the problems that were met in 
relating the various Scripture por- 
tions dealing with the Lord’s return. 
Next week he will outline the full 
prophetic picture as it is seen today. 








stood as related to these events. The 
leading actors were, both for good and 
for evil, who would appear on the 
scene at that time were seen, and also 
the way the nations would line up in 
federations, the movements of armies, 
and many other details. Much of this 
was learned from other parts of the 
prophetic Scriptures, but could be read- 
ily identified as taking place in this 
seven-year period of crisis just before 
the glorious appearing. 


THE Book OF REVELATION 


In close connection with Daniel’s 
seventieth week was the increased light 
thrown upon the Book of Revelation. 
They saw from Revelation 1:19 that 
there were three clearly defined di- 
visions to the book, each distinctly 
marked off—the first by “I saw” (1: 
12), being a vision of Christ as priestly 
judge; and the third by “come up 
hither, and I will show thee the things 








The Blessed Hope 
By W. J. Maynard 


HE hope of the Christian is blessed 
indeed, 
Giving courage and hope for the day; 
In the trials and stresses of life here 
below, 
Hope panoplies him for the fray. 


Hope’s anchor holds fast to the Rock 


of her soul, 
The Rock which at Horeb brought 
life 
To the thirsty and murmuring pilgrims 
of old, 
On their journey from Egypt’s dark 
night. 


Israel’s hope in fruition at last found 
its goal 

In her entrance fair Canaan upon, 

And the promise to Abraham, given 
of old, 

By God’s matchless mercy was won. 


The hope of the Christian shines ever 
more bright, 
As faith turns her gaze toward the 
sky, 
For the coming in glory of Him 
our souls love, 
As we wait for His shout from on 
high. 
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By SUMNER OSBORNE 


which must be hereafter” (4:1), giving 
the dreadful happenings of the end 
time leading up to the glorious appear- 
ing in chapter 19 and on beyond the 
millennium to the eternal state. The 
two intervening chapters, 2 and 3, they 
understood to be “the things which 
are,” containing the letters to the seven 
churches. 

They noticed a remarkable resem- 
blance between the conditions described 
in the seven churches in the order ad- 
dressed and the successive stages in 
the history of the professing church. 
This resemblance could not have been 
seen in the early centuries, but now, 
looking back over 1800 years, it stood 
out in a striking way. Thus it was 
concluded that “the things which are” 
referred not only to seven local 
churches of the tirst century but to the 
whole Church period as we now know 
it to have developed. Likewise, chap- 
ters 4 to 19 that follow were seen to 
portray many of the events and de- 
tails of the seventieth week of Daniel, 
the fourth and fifth chapters giving a 
glimpse of the interior of Heaven and 
what transpires there just as_ this 
momentous period opens, and the re- 
maining chapters up to 19:11 describ- 
ing the wicked leaders, terrible events, 
and divine judgments that will fall 
upon men, finally reaching their climax 
in Christ’s coming in power and glory. 


PROBLEMS AND MISTAKES 


It might be well to point out what 
the reader has no doubt already sur- 
mised, that the naming of these dif- 
ferent aspects of truth one by one 
does not necessarily mean that they 
were first seen in just that order. One 
can only get a general impression from 
available letters, tracts, and other lit- 
erature. Nor would it be right to say 
that there was no trial and error, that 
there were no erroneous conclusions 
arrived at that did not have to be 
corrected later on. 

For example, at one stage, many 
thought that the first half of Daniel’s 
seventieth week had been fulfilled in 
the ministry of Christ before the Cross, 
but this gradually gave way to a clearer 
understanding of Daniel 9:27, that the 
“he” there does not refer to Messiah 
but rather to the coming prince, whose 
people of old had destroyed Jerusalem, 
namely, the Romans in A.D. 70. 

Also, there was the problem as to 
the identity of Antichrist. At first it 
was thought that he was this very Ro- 
man prince who would head up the 
revived Roman Empire which was to 
include the ten kingdoms, but later it 
came to be understood that there would 
be a willful king in the midst of Israel, 
in league with the Roman leader, and 
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that this personage much better an- 
swered to the description of Antichrist. 
Some, even today, would not agree 
with this conclusion, but many students 
of prophecy at that time became con- 
vinced that it was the correct view. 


THE PROBLEM OF IMMINENCY 


It is interesting to note that some- 
times the searching of the Word and 
pondering over puzzling problems led 
to the breaking forth of much additional 
light. A striking example of this was 
the difficulty over the, time of the 
Rapture. Very early in the history of 
the recovery of these truths, or at 
least as soon as something of the order 
of events in Daniel’s seventieth week 
was understood, a problem was sensed 
concerning the imminence of the Lord’s 
coming. 

If there were a whole series of events 
preceding Christ’s coming and that com- 
ing were one great event, as all thought 
at first, how could it be imminent, as 
the Scriptures clearly stated? At least 
seven years of predicted events would 
have to precede it. Once in that period 
and standing near the end of it, there 
was a limited sense in which immi- 
nency was possible, for those days would 
be shortened (Matt. 24:22) and no one 
would know, even then, exactly when 
Christ would come, but this hardly sat- 
isfied the language of the imminency 
passages. What was the solution? Even 
as they pondered and prayed over these 
things the answer was beginning to 
appear. 

Could it be that the imminency re- 
ferences in the Gospels, though usually 
found in a general context of the glori- 
ous appearing, anticipate the Rapture 
though not directly mentioning it? This 
was reasonable, not only because many 
a truth was found in germ in the Gos- 
pels and awaited fuller development in 
the Epistles, but also because these 
very passages on imminency were al- 
most always part of that class of pas- 
sages we have already considered that 
were of a more detached and general 
application. 

Might there not possibly be an in- 
terval between the Rapture, when the 
saints would be caught up to meet 
the Lord, and the glorious appearing 
when He would come in power to estab- 
lish His Kingdom? Just the possibility 
of such an interval—and no Scripture 
was found that precluded such a pos- 
sibility—even though it could not be 
clearly proved, would solve the prob- 
lem. However, there was proof as well. 


THE RAPTURE PRETRIBULATIONAL 


As we saw earlier, a striking differ- 
ence had been noticed between the 
passages that spoke of Christ’s coming 
for His own, and believers being caught 
up to meet Him and then taken to the 
heavenly Home, and those others that 
described His glorious appearing when 
He would come to earth, destroy His 
enemies, deliver His people Israel, and 
establish His dominion over all the 
earth. In the former, the movement 
stressed was Heavenward, the Lord’s 
descent to the meeting place in the 
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air being for the purpose of receiving 
the saints unto Himself in order to 
conduct them to the place that He 
had prepared for them in the Father’s 
house (John 14:3; 1 Thess. 4:17); in the 
latter, the movement stressed was earth- 
ward, the Lord’s activities having to do 
with those on earth, dealing in judg- 
ment with His enemies and gathering 
His people Israel for blessing in the 
Kingdom (Zech. 14:3, 4; Matt. 24: 29-31). 

In addition, it was seen that while 
Revelation 2 and 3 had the churches 
in view, the following chapters, clear 
through to the glorious appearing in 
19:11, made no mention either of a 
local church or the Church as a whole 
as being on earth. It could be seen 
that there would indeed be saints on 
earth during the seven-year period, but 
those mentioned in Revelation 7 were 


Politics or Principles? 


either a distinctly Jewish company or 
a Gentile company, separate from the 
Jewish. This was quite another thing 


from the “one new man,” in which 
distinction no longer existed between 
Jew and Gentile but was rather “all 
one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). Not 
only so, but they found in Revelation 
19:7 that the Church was in Heaven, 
complete and made ready, and that the 
marriage of the Lamb was celebrated 
before the glorious appearing. This, 
together with the fact that the Church 
would come with Christ when He ap- 
peared in glory (Col. 3:4), all added 
up to the conclusion that the Rapture 
would take place not only prior to the 
glorious appearing but also before the 
commencement of the seventieth week 
of Daniel. 


(To be continued) 


Should not Protestants put principles and the glory of 
God before party affiliation? 


NLESS God gives to His Church 

and people a great spiritual awak- 
ening, the life and liberties of Chris- 
tians everywhere may be jeopardized, 
and regular church life reduced to a 
mere struggle for existence. Where 
does responsibility lie? What are we 
witnessing today but the advance of 
the Roman Church in her determina- 
tion “to make America Catholic.” 

Behind the effort of “the Catholic 
conquest of America” lurk the secret 
inspirers and emissaries of the Vatican. 
Who inspired the Democratic candi- 
date to pose as being persecuted be- 
cause of his religion; and, in this way, 
to win the support of liberty-loving 
Protestants? 

It is now known that this was a 
part of the plot to bring a Roman 
Catholic to the Presidency. Drew Pear- 
son, in an article from Los Angeles, 
said that campaigning in West Virginia 
last spring, the Democratic candidate 
accused his opponents of injecting the 
religious issue into the campaign. The 
real fact is that he, himself, injected 
religion into the vice-presidential cam- 
paign at Chicago four years before by 
showing how a Catholic candidate 
would win an overwhelming number 
of Catholic voters in key Northern 
cities. 

By taking advantage of the general 
spirit of charity, Romanists are im- 
ported as “needy immigrants,” seem- 
ingly motivated by the idea of swelling 
the “Catholic vote,” thus to help make 
possible the bringing of a mem- 
ber of that church to the Presidency. 
“To make America Catholic,” ap- 
parently carries with it the implication 
that everything must bend to that end, 
even the drawing on other countries 
to increase the “Catholic population” in 
America. 


By J. B. ROWELL, Th.D. 


Quoting Dr. Lawrence Fuchs of 
Brandeis University, the Romanist 
press, under caption, “Catholicism 


Termed Asset to Presidential Aspirant,” 
stated: “Another reason for the bright 
prospects for a Catholic candidate is that 
the Catholic population is increasing 
at a faster rate than that of non- 
Catholics in the urbanized and indus- 
trial states, which carry large electoral 
vote blocs” (The Register, Denver, Colo., 
Feb. 23, 1958). 

Protestant protest is not against a 
Roman Catholic as a man, or against 
his having full right to his own re- 
ligion; but the protest is against the 
high office of Presidency being con- 
trolled for the putting into effect the 


designs of the Vatican “to make 
America Catholic.” To vote for “a 
Catholic’ would be to vote for his 
church. 


Since Roman Catholics are taught to 
put their church first, and, as stated 
above, to “vote for a well-known Cath- 
olic candidate or a ticket with special 
Catholic appeal,” why should not Prot- 
estants put their Protestant principles 
before party politics? Is there not a 
challenge in this hour to put God first? 

The Roman Catholic world is watch- 
ing this strategic effort to place a mem- 
ber of their church in the position of 
President. The Jesuits are keenly alert, 
and have already made it clear to all 
American citizens that, in the event 
of a Roman Catholic becoming Presi- 
dent, the Roman Church would take 
precedence over the office of the Presi- 
dent. 

Since the Roman Church has planned 
for this with a view to making America 
Catholic; and since all Americans are 
called upon to face this issue, why 
should not Christians put their Prot- 
estant principles and the glory of God 
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first, and let these principles take prece- 
dence over party politics in this cru- 
cial contest, and thus, under God, help 
to frustrate Rome’s design to capture 
the office of President for her church. 

Communism, which would dethrone 
God, is another of the great enemies 
of the nation; but it must never be 
thought that the Roman Church is a 
protection against Communism. 

Christians have a tremendous respon- 
sibility regarding the priceless heritage 
of liberty of conscience and an open 
Bible, handed down from the Great Ref- 
ormation. However, a vital question 
for us to face is, “Are we where God 
can use us in these crucial days? Do 
we really understand the world’s need?” 
One thing is certain, the world needs 
Jesus Christ, and He alone is the an- 
swer to the heart-need of humanity. 
Another question is, does Jesus Christ 
mean so much to us that we have a 
deep longing of heart to make Him 
known? If God does not work through 
His people, how can He work? If God 
must use His people to accomplish His 
purpose, are we willing for Him to use 
us to that end? 

Once again the clarion cry goes forth, 
as it did in a crucial hour of Jewish 
history, when Mordecai demanded of 
Esther, “Who knoweth whether thou 
art come to the kingdom for such a 
time as this?” Are you not in God’s 
appointed place, just where you are, 
in order that you may fill the gap, and 
be God’s man in these crisis days? 

Have we not given too much time to 
the circumference of the world’s prob- 
lems, when the greatest problem is 
ourselves? We study how to meet the 
world’s need, when the vital question 
is, “How shall our own need be met?” 
The exposure of Modernism, with all 
its disruptive, God-dishonoring, faith- 
destroying influences, is necessary. The 
exposure of the Roman Church, with 
all its unscripturalness and dreadful 
threat to the nation, is also necessary. 
Because this is true, it is the writer’s 
conviction that the paramount need is 
that, we, as Christians, shall expose 
our own impotence to the searchlight 
of God’s Word, and the convicting 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

What is God’s answer to the world 
Situation? Would God reach the world 
through us? How to reach Roman Cath- 
olics and others for Christ is a question 
for earnest consideration; but it must 
be ever emphasized that we shall be 
ineffective in this field of service until 
we ourselves be freshly won to Christ, 
to own and recognize Him as the Lord 
and sovereign of our lives. With our 
own hearts and lives yielded to, and 
empowered by, the Holy Spirit for the 
exaltation of Christ, we shall then be- 
come channels through which God’s 
blessing shall flow to our needy world. 

Let us accept this as an obligation, 
that we pledge ourselves to pray for 
each other, as believers in Christ, until 
Wwe become possessors of a heart and 
life experience of the quickening power 
of God the Holy Spirit. 

“Not by might, nor by power, but 





October 29, 1960 (Lesson for November 13) 





by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” 
“But ye shall receive power, after that 
the Holy Spirit is come upon you; and 
ye shall be witnesses unto me” (Zech. 
4:6; Acts 1:8). Thus saith our God. 
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A Call to Prayer and Action 
(Continued from page 831) 


Lord. Our times are in His hand (Psa. 
31:15). “The powers that be are or- 
dained of God” (Rom. 13:1). “God is 
the judge: he putteth down one, and 
setteth up another” (Psa. 75:7). Once 
the election is over we know that God’s 
will has been done and our duty is to 
honor the one elected (1 Pet. 2:17) and 
to pray for him to be “subject” to the 
Government (Rom. 13:1). God is on 
the throne. He is in control. His pur- 
pose is being fulfilled, whether it be 
for national blessing or national judg- 
ment. In either case we are to carry on 
as “the light of the world,” “the salt of 
the earth,” praying that we may not lose 
our savor or saltiness. Let us remember 
that it was of the infamous Emperor 
Nero that the Holy Spirit directed Paul 
to write, “There is no power but of God” 
(Rom. 13:1). It was to his wicked rule 
and persecution that God’s people were 
to submit. So as we face this fateful 
Election Day, November 8, let us give 
ourselves to prayer for our nation and 
for the people of God, that His will may 
be done and the man of His choice 
elected President. We may be ripe for 
judgment as a nation, but let us remem- 
ber that Nineveh, when threatened with 
destruction, prostrated itself before God 
in repentance and was granted reprieve 
for many years. “Who can tell if God 


‘will turn and repent, and turn away 


from his fierce anger, that we perish 
not?” (Jonah 3:9.) Let us remember 
that it was in response to Abraham’s 


agonized intercession that God would — 


have spared Sodom had there been but 
ten righteous. Let us then exercise our 
franchise and cast our vote for the one 
we believe would most truly honor God 
in his leadership and maintain our his- 
toric national heritage. Then let us rest 
in the Lord in calm confidence in His 
eternal will and providence and in His 
ultimate victory and His return in 
power and great glory. 


we 


The Christian’s Duty of Love 
(Continued from page 832) 


mittest thy cows to graze in my field 
again, I’ll bring them back to thee 
again!” 

8. Helping a brother in need is an 
effect of the love of God in the heart. 
The Apostle John writes: “But whoso 
hath the world’s goods, and beholdeth 
his brother in need, and shutteth up 
his compassion: from him, how doth 
the love of God abide in him?” (1 
John 3:17, A.S.V.) An effect of the love 
of God in the heart is to help others 
in their need. The Lord Jesus did that. 
He often helped the needy. When He 











said to Judas, “That thou doest, do 
quickly,” the disciples thought that “he 
should give something to the poor.” 
They thought so because He practiced 
it. Let us imitate Him in that effect 
of love. 


9. Another effect of love is that Chris- 
tians will not love the world and its 
things. The well-known words of 1 
John 2:15-17 at once come to mind, 
“Love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world. If any man 
love the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him. For all that is in the 
world, the lust of the flesh, and the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, but is of the 
world. And the world passeth away, 
and the lust thereof: but he that doeth 
the will of God abideth for ever.” 
The Christian who has his affections 
set on things above will not love the 
things of the world. He will know 
what Dr. Thomas. Chalmers called, “the 
expulsive power of a new affection.” 

One of the saddest things written of 
a person is this of Demas by Paul the 
Apostle, “Demas hath forsaken me, hav- 
ing loved this present world” (2 Tim. 
4:10). In close connection with that 
statement is the one of 2 Timothy 4: 
8, when Paul writes of those who “love 
his appearing.” If we love the world, 
and the things of the world, we shall 
not love His appearing, but if we truly 
love the thought of His appearing, we 
shall not at all love the world and its 
things. 

(To be continued) 
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Eight Ports of Call 
on the West Indies Cruise 


SECOND Christian Fellowship 

Cruise to the Caribbean Sea has 
been arranged with the Canadian Pa- 
cific Company, the oldest in the winter 
cruise field. Many who have been on 
the Christian Fellowship Tours to 
Alaska and Hawaii have requested a 
winter cruise in the company of fellow 
Christians. Aboard the Empress of Eng- 
land seventeen days will be taken, nine 
on the seas and eight in the ports—St. 
Thomas in the Virgin Islands, Jamaica, 
Haiti, Martinique, Venezuela, Curacao 
in the Netherlands West Indies, Car- 
tegena in Colombia, Cristobal and the 
Canal Zone, with tours to the locks and 
to Panama City. 

Jamaica has long been famous as a 
resort and has much to arouse the in- 
terest of tourists. The party will have 
a fine sightseeing tour of its colorful 
capital city of Kingston. It has fine 
drives and wonderful shops. The 
sightseeing cars will leave the pier 
head at an early after-breakfast hour 
and will pass through the shopping cen- 
ter, Victoria Park, and the residential 
sections, climbing one thousand three 
hundred feet up Soney Hill to Castle- 
ton Gardens, one of the finest in the 
West Indies. The climax of this tour 


is reached in the Blue Mountains where, 
(Continued on page 843) 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Psa. 116:1 I love the Lorp, because he hath heard my voice 


and my supplications. 


2 Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore will 


I call upon him as long as I live. 


3 The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of 
hell gat hold upon me: I found trouble and sorrow. 
4 Then called I upon the name of the Lorp; O Lorp, I be- 


seech thee, deliver my soul. 


5 Gracious is the Lorp, and righteous; yea, our God is mer- 


ciful. 


6 The Lorp preserveth the simple: I was brought low, and 


he helped me. 


7 Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the Lorp hath dealt 


bountifully with thee. 


International Uniform Lesson 





‘ 


OUR EXPERIENCE OF GOD 


Psalms 116; 117; 118; printed text, 116:1-14 


Golden Text.—I love the Lord, because he hath heard my voice and my 


supplications.—Psa. 116:1 


8 For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes 


from tears, and my feet from falling. 


9 I will walk before the Lorp in the land of the living. 


flicted: 


toward me? 
of the Lorp. 


of all his people. 


10 I believed, therefore have I spoken: I was greatly af- 


11 I said in my haste, All men are liars. 
12 What shall I render unto the Lorp for all his benefits 


13 I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name 
14 I will pay my vows unto the LorpD now in the presence 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter. 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 
Approach to the Lesson 


HE writer of these beautiful 
psalms knew God, and that in a 
very real and personal way. He 
testifies that God, though infinite in 
power, glory, and wisdom, takes a de- 
tailed interest in the welfare of His 
creatures. And when this is realized, 
it issues in confidence, contentment, and 
courage. Praise also fills heart and lips, 
and a glowing witness flows out to 
others. 


Evidently the psalmist came to know 
the Lord through trouble. He suffered 
deep distress before deliverance came. 
When in this distress, he called out for 
salvation. When all human resources 
failed, then he experienced the Lord’s 
delivering power, and came to know 
Him as Saviour-God, dependable in 
every experience of life. 


We, too, may know Him in the same 
way. Realizing that we are lost and 
without strength, incapable of any self- 
deliverance, we, too, may find in the 
Lord Jesus Christ a redeemer, Saviour, 
and friend. 


But another voice is heard and an- 
other form moves through these psalms. 
It is Christ. His rejection, resurrection, 
and return are all prophetically pre- 
sented here. (See Psa. 118:22-26; cf. 
Matt. 21:42; Acts 4:10-12; Matt. 23:39.) 
He is the great pioneer in the path of 
faith, whose confidence in God never 
wavered the slightest in the face of the 
blackest circumstances. In every ex- 
perience the Lord Jesus Christ proved 
Him fully trustworthy. So may we. 


Verse by Verse 

Psalm 116:1—“I love the Lord, be- 
cause he hath heard my voice and my 
supplications.” The natural man does 
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not love God. But the Gospel declares 
His love for us, and this begets our af- 
fection in return. “We love him, be- 
cause he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 
This declaration of love, however, is 
because of a specific experience: prayer 
has been answered. Actually, suppli- 
cation is earnest entreaty, an intensi- 
fied form of prayer. 


Verse 2.—‘Because he hath inclined 
his ear unto me, therefore will I call 
upon him as long as I live.” What in- 
finite condescension that the mighty 
God should bend down to listen to me! 
A faint reflection of this might be seen 
in a patient father bending over to 
listen to some trifling request from his 
little child. This condescension inspires 
confidence, and the resolve to continue 
in this dependent attitude throughout 
life. 

Verse 3.—“The sorrows of death com- 
passed me . . I found trouble and 
sorrow.” Evidently this provides the 
background for the outbursts of the 
first two verses. It was overwhelming 
adversity that drove him to the Lord, 
and it was out of this deep, dark valley 
that he finally -attained the heights. 


Verse 4—“Then called I upon the 
name of the Lord; O Lord, I beseech 
thee, deliver my soul.” Notice the first 
word, “then.” The pressure of things 
compels the cry. The latter part of 
this verse provides the direct and spe- 
cific words that he uses. He is in 
serious trouble and desperately needs 
help. 

Verse 5.—“Gracious is the Lord, and 
righteous; yea, our God is merciful.” 
The answer which results from his cry 
issues in this joyous witness to the 
character of the answerer. He is right- 
eous, yet gracious and compassionate— 
righteous in His disciplines and gracious 
in His deliverances. 


Verse 6—“The Lord preserveth the 
simple: I was brought low, and he 


helped me.” The term “simple” does 
not necessarily mean one who is men- 
tally incompetent, but rather one whose 
lack of experience and maturity ex- 
poses him to special dangers. He is 
the very opposite to the self-confident. 


The psalmist was such. Brought low . 


and helpless, the Lord undertook for 
him. 

Verse 7.—“Return unto thy rest, O 
my soul; for the Lord hath dealt boun- 
tifully with thee.” Now that the trial 
is over, what is the response to such a 
rescue? Independence and _ self-seek- 
ing? Indeed not. The delivered soul 
now finds rest in the deliverer Him- 
self. He would snuggle up close, as it 
were, to the great protecting bosom 
of God. This is the response and 
gratitude that pleases Him. 

Verse 8—“For thou hast delivered 
my soul ... mine eyes ... and my 
feet...” The Lord is the redeemer of 
the soul, the comforter who wipes the 
tears from the eyes, and the upholder 
of stumbling feet. We need Him in 
each of these capacities. 


Verse 9—“I will walk before the 
Lord in the land of the living.” Inas- 
much as the Lord is the keeper of his 
feet, the psalmist resolves to walk not 
only by Him but also before Him. 

The walk of the believer receives 
much emphasis in the New Testament, 
and signifies his daily conduct which 
should ever be as under the approving 
eye of God. 

Verse 10.—“I believed, therefore have 
I spoken: I was greatly afflicted.” The 
deep distress of his experience has 
taught the psalmist that God alone is 
trustworthy and all human help is vain. 
Believing this, he can speak boldly. 

Verse 11—“I said in my haste, All 
men are liars.” This does not mean 
that he spoke rashly, and when more 
composed would probably modify it. 
Nor is he to be understood as making 
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a blanket charge against the truthful- 
ness of all men. He is stating that he 
found in his affliction (“alarms,” A.S.V., 
margin) that all human help was vain: 
all men deceived him. 


Verse 12.—“What shall I render unto 
the Lord for all his benefits toward 
me?” This self-challenge issues from 
a heart filled to overflowing with grat- 
itude. With what appropriate gift can 
the creature requite Jehovah? 

Verse 13—“I will take the cup of 
salvation .. .” This may come as a 
surprise. Instead of giving to God, he 
will receive from God. This receiving 
is a further evidence of his confidence. 
On our part, we should remember that 
before the cup of salvation could be 
ours, the cup of divine wrath had to 
be drunk in our behalf by our Lord on 
the cross. 

Verse 14—“I will pay my vows unto 
the Lord now in the presence of all his 
people.” No secret consecration shall 
be the psalmist’s. Having received all 
these gracious benefits in private, he 
will now acknowledge them in public. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


As we read these three psalms at a 
sitting, we become aware that we are 
listening to a man who had come to 
know God in a very real way. This 
intimacy was not the product of mere 
theory, but of deep and actual ex- 
perience. Having plumbed the depths 
of despair, he had discovered the utter 
inadequacy of both self-help and hu- 
man aid. Everything and everyone had 
failed him. In this extremity he had 
learned that “it is better to trust in the 
Lord than to put confidence in man” 
(Psa. 118: 8). 

There are many today to whom God 
is only a big idea—a mere theological 
abstraction. He means nothing to them 
personally, and is extremely remote 
from their-.daily behavior. The whole 
idea of God may be of some use in an 
emergency, but is rather a nuisance in 
the ordinary affairs of life! 

To others He is considerably nearer. 
He bears a sort of departmentalized 
relation to the life. He has access to 
only that bureau labeled “Religion.” He 
is regarded as some distasteful medicine 
—necessary, perhaps, but objectionable. 

But to the true Christian God is in- 
finitely more than an idea, or unwel- 
come passenger. He is his glorious 
Father, who knows, loves, and cares. 
He is deeply concerned about each one 
of His purchased children, and loves 
them because they love His unique 
Son. (See John 16:27.) And because 
they are His own He has sent forth the 
“Spirit of his Son into [their] . . . hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father” (Gal. 4:6). 

In the light of this, all of life’s ex- 
periences become significant to the be- 
liever. These are not the fortuitous 
happenings of blind chance, but the 
orderings of divine grace and govern- 
ment. They are permitted and con- 
trolled by One who is_ personally 
concerned for the Christian’s highest 
blessing, and who makes all things work 
together for his good. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
6. November 6.—Confession and For- 
giveness. Psalms 32; 51; Luke 
11:4; 15:11-32 
Next Week’s Lesson 


8. November 20.—Thanks Be to God. 
Psalms 96; 108; 186 








As the Christian rests in this great 
assurance, he rejoices in a sense of 
deep security. His great Lord is at the 
controls. The winds and the seas obey 
Him! And though He may be “asleep 
on a pillow,” in apparent carelessness, 
yet at the right moment He will arise 
and command, “Peace be still.” 

The sequel finds the subject believer 
at His feet worshipfully exclaiming, 
“What manner of man is this!” (Mark 
38: 41.) 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The experience of deliverance (Psa. 
116: 1-11) 

2. The expression of praise (Psas. 116: 
12-19; 117; 118:1-21) 

3. The exaltation of Christ propheti- 
cally announced (Psa. 118:22-29) 


Topics for Development 

The Significance of a Great Messianic 
Prophecy. Notice the words, “This is 
the day” found in Psalm 118:24. What 
day? It is evidently a conspicuous one 
—one that calls for special rejoicing. 

The answer lies, we believe, in the 
preceding announcement concerning the 
stone. From the New Testament quo- 
tations it is clear that this stone sym- 
bolizes our Lord Jesus (Matt. 21:42; 
Acts 4:11, 12). Refused by the Jewish 
builders because they looked on Him 
as a political and religious misfit, they 
gave Him a gory crucifixion. 

But God raised Him from the dead 
and enthroned Him at His own right 
hand, thus making Him the great cor- 
nerstone of the spiritual building, the 
construction of which was begun by 
the Spirit at Pentecost. (See 1 Pet. 
2:4-7.) 

What a tremendous contrast, from the 
disdain and refusal of the builders to 
the honored place of chief cornerstone 
of the building! 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HY did the psalmist love the 
Lord? 
2. Out of what sort of experience 
had he been brought? 
3. Deliverance led to what? 
4. How did he render to the Lord 
a thankful response for his benefits? 
5. What is the true rest of the soul? 
6. Whom does the Lord preserve? 
7. Who is the stone refused by the 
builders? 
8. What became of this 
tone? 
9. What day is referred to in Psalm 
118: 24? 
10. How should we observe this day? 
(Answers on page 840) 
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But what led to this honor? Was it 
not the personal resurrection of Christ 
from the dead? His rising from the 
grave, therefore, was the beginning of 
a long series of triumphs for Him. In 
view of this we can only conclude that 
the joyous outburst, “This is the day 
which the Lord hath made,” looks on to 
that glorious first day of the week 
when Jesus triumphed over death and 
hell. 

Hence, the first day of the week 
characterizes Christianity in contrast 
with Judaism’s seventh day. 

It would seem that the first day is 
identical with the Lord’s day (Rev. 1: 
10). If this is so, then we should re- 
joice especially on each recurrence of 
it in view of its far-reaching signifi- 
cance, and should seek to use it for the 
renewed honoring of Him who is the 
great cornerstone of the building, our 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 


Practical Applications 

“O Lord, truly I am thy servant; I 
am thy servant . .. thou hast loosed 
my bonds” (Psa. 116:16). What strange 
paradoxical language this is! While 
repeating for emphasis his position as 
Jehovah’s servant, the psalmist con- 
cludes by stating that his bonds have 
been completely removed. If set free, 
however, in what sense is he still a 
bondman? If loosed, then surely he is 
his own master, and subject to no one. 

Contradictory as it may seem, this is 
exactly the position of the Christian 
today. Enslaved by sin because of his 
inherited fallen heart, and dominated 
by “the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience” (Eph. 2:2), 
he has now been bought and liberated 
by the Lord Jesus Christ. At the cross 
the Saviour shed His precious blood to 
ransom him, and the indwelling Holy 
Spirit makes him free from the law of 
sin and death. In this glorious liberty 
he is exhorted to stand fast (Gal. 5:1), 
being Christ’s purchased freeman. 

But does this mean that he is now 
masterless? Or is he his own master? 
The answer is supplied by Paul. Be- 
ing made free from sin, the Christian 
now makes himself the voluntary serv- 
ant of righteousness (Rom. 6:18, 22). 
This is the appreciative response of his 
heart. He does not become Christ’s 
slave because of the fresh imposition 
of harsh bonds, but because he loves 
his liberator so much that he volun- 
tarily gives Him his full allegiance. 

In one of Washington’s (D. C.) city 
parks stands a very interesting monu- 
ment. It is erected to the memory of 
Abraham Lincoln, whose benign statue 
dominates the monument. At his feet 
crouches a grateful liberated slave. The 
explanatory tablet, reading “Freedom’s 
Memorial,” explains that this memorial 
was erected by funds solely contributed 
by slaves who were freed by the presi- 
dent’s celebrated Emancipation Procla- 
mation in 1863. 

These freed men and women were 
not compelled to give. They gave be- 
cause they loved the memory of their 
savior and friend. 

We Christians have been emanci- 
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pated from a much heavier yoke—the 


bondage of sin. What, therefore, ought 
to be our response? 


Golden Text 

Psalm 116:1—‘“I love the Lord, be- 
cause he hath heard my voice and my 
supplications.” How very personal this 
is! The great God had bowed His ear 
to hear his anguished cry, giving this 
distressed man His personal attention. 
This action awakened a reciprocal love. 

By nature we do not love the Lord, 
but upon discovering His deep concern 
for us we should respond in true af- 
fection for Him. 


WEstT PaLm BEACH, FLA. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SuGGESTED HyMNS 


“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 

“T Know Not Why God’s Wondrous Grace” 

“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, whose ear is 
ever open to our heartfelt cries, we 
thank Thee both for merciful grantings 
of our requests and for wise denials 
when we have asked amiss. Teach us 
to live in constant trust in Thy love 
and help us to give Thee the obedience 
of love always. Bless this lesson study 
to us and send out Thy Word in power 
everywhere to enlighten and save men. 
Forgive us where we have failed to do 
Thy will. Keep and guide us through 
a new week. Bless those we love and 
make our homes places of happy co- 
operation in Christian living. Where 
sin, suffering, or sorrow burden people, 
be present to save, sustain, and deliver. 
Keep Thy hand on the movements of 
history in our time, working out Thy 
will. Deal sparingly with the nations 
and cause right and peace to prevail 
over powers of sin and darkness, for 
the sake of Thy Son, our Saviour. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—“I love the Lord,” 
our Psalm begins, “because he hath 
heard my voice and my supplications” 
(116:1). The writer had been sick 
unto death, but God heard his prayer 
and healed him. It was a wonderful, 
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heart-warming experience of God’s re- 
ality and His loving readiness to hear 
and help. It led the grateful man to 
say, “Because he hath inclined his ear 
unto me, therefore will I call upon 
him as long as I live” (v. 2). 

During the second World War an 
American vessel was torpedoed and all 
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on board thrust into the water. Twelve 
sailors were swimming together when 
they saw a lake of burning oil bearing 
down upon them that they could not 
escape. The one Christian boy among 
them cried out, “O God save us, O God 
save us!” The others joined their voices 
with his and as they called to God, the 
flaming oil parted leaving a clear path 
before them, beyond which they saw a 
raft to which they swam and were 
rescued. Some time later, in port, one 
of the unconverted boys went to a 
Christian center for servicemen and 
after a Gospel meeting he asked the 
leader, “How do you pray to God?” 
They talked together and the Christian 
worker heard of the amazing answer 
to the prayers of those sailors. The 
one who told it was there because, 
like the psalmist, God’s merciful an- 
swer made him feel that he must call 
upon the Lord as long as he lived. It 
was easy to lead him to Christ and 
into the godly life he desired to live. 

God’s sparing mercies to us should 
make us of those who call upon the 
Lord—those who praise Him, pray to 
Him, love and serve Him continually. 
The chief of all God’s mercies is His 
loving gift of Christ to be our Saviour. 
When we receive Him into our hearts 
and lives and are forgiven and brought 
into a Christian life, we shall say, like 
the psalmist, “What shall I render unto 
the Lord for all his benefits toward 
me?” (v. 12.) The Christian answer 
is, “I will be ever, only, all for Thee.” 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom. M. Olson 


“IT love the Lord, because he hath 
heard my voice...” (Psa. 116:1).—It 
is true as Horatius Bonar said: “His 
love, not mine, is the resting place”; 
but that has been carried to such an 
extreme as to make some Christians 
reluctant to mention their love to the 
Lord. 

One writer said: “It is ‘the disciple 
whom Jesus loved’—not the disciple 
who loved Jesus!” Both things are 
true! The disciple whom Jesus loved 
is the very one who -said, “We love 
him, because he first loved us” (1 
John 4:19). 

It is an extremely serious matter to 
be without love toward the Lord Jesus 
Christ (1 Cor. 16:22). Although we 
cannot boast in the measure and stead- 
fastness of our love to Him, for our 
love ebbs and flows; nevertheless, a 
born-again person can, and should say, 
“Lord Jesus, I love Thee.” 

The psalmist loved Him because He 
had heard his voice and supplications. 
We love Him for the same, and other 
reasons. 

A sister in the Lord tells of a service 


she attended in a home, at which 
several young mothers were present 
and their children. The children were 
put to sleep in a remote room in the 
house. As the service proceeded, the 
sudden cry of a baby was heard. Only 
one mother rose and entered that room 
and quieted the child. She knew the 
voice of her baby. 

The Lord, who distinguishes perfectly, 
knows the voice of each of His chil- 
dren. And He delights to respond to 
each cry. 


“Then called I upon the name of the 
Lord...” (Psa. 116:4)—When? When 
the sorrows of death compassed him, 
and the pains of hell got hold of him, 
and when he found trouble and sorrow. 
What person would not love the Lord 
for hearing and answering his cry un- 
der such circumstances! 

It is a pleasure to sing Samuel Med- 
ley’s song: 

He saw me ruined in the fall, 
Yet loved me notwithstanding all; 


He saved me from my lost estate; 
His loving-kindness—Oh, how great! 


In addition to saving us, the Lord has 
special blessings laid up “for them that 
love him” (1 Cor. 2:9); and He makes 
all things work together for good “to 
them that love God” (Rom. 8:28). 

The psalmist’s experience caused him 
to make several worthwhile resolves: 


“, . . therefore will I call upon him 
as long as I live” (Psa. 116:2).—His 
was going to be prayerful, not a prayer- 
less life. 

“If we will make use of prayer, not 
to wrest from God advantages for our- 
selves or our dear ones, or to escape 
from trials and difficulties, but to call 
down upon ourselves and others those 
things which will glorify the name of 
the Lord, then we shall see the strong- 
est and boldest promises of the Bible 
about prayer fulfilled Then we 
shall see such answers to prayer as we 
had never thought were possible” (Dr. 
O. Hallesby). 

“I will walk before the Lord...” 
(Psa. 116:9).—The psalmist evidently 
knew that both Enoch and Noah 
“walked with God” (Gen. 5:24; 6:9), 
and he would follow their godly ex- 


ample. Present day saints are ex- 
horted to walk “in love” (Eph. 5:2); 
“in the truth” (3 John 3); “in the 


Spirit” (Gal. 5:16); “in wisdom” (Col. 
4:5); “in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4); 
“by faith” (2 Cor. 5:7); “honestly” 
(Rom. 13:13); and “worthy of the Lord” 
(Col. 1:10). 


“I will take the cup of salvation... 
(Psa. 116:13)—“When the _ disciples 
joined in this song (Matt. 26:30), their 
Lord had already taken a. cup from 
the Passover board, and given it to 
them to drink, declaring it to be ‘My 
blood of the covenant, which is poured 
out for many unto remission of sins’ 
(Matt. 26:28, A.S.V.). If He joined 
them in that song, and it is most prob- 
able that He would do so, He sang as 
the One who, by entering into all the 
experience of their desolation, Himself 
being sinless, was able to fill the cup 
with blessing for them. Within a very 
little while after this singing, He in 
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Gethsemane, spoke of a cup, and in 
complete surrender to His Father’s will, 
consented to drink it. That was the 
cup of sorrows, of bitterness, of curs- 
ing. Having emptied it, He filled it 
with joy, with sweetness, with blessing. 
When we take that cup, let us never 
forget the cost at which He so filled it 
for us” (Dr. G. Campbell Morgan). 
“IT will pay my vows... now... 
(Psa. 116:14).—We may not have made 
actual vows, but did we not promise the 
Lord that if He would bless, heal, raise 
us up, we would do such and such, or 
give, or go? Have we kept those prom- 
ises? If not, why not do it now? 
“I will offer to thee the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving . . .” (Psa. 116:17).—The 
least we can do is to tell Him constantly 
how thankful we are for what He 
is in Himself, what He has done, is 
doing, and shall yet do for us. 
Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
By W. Wyeth Willard 


AY, fellows, our Lord said in His 

great intercessory prayer, “And this 
is life eternal, that they might know 
thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent” (John 
17:3). 

Have you ever heard of the great 
Bible scholar, Johann Albrecht Bengel, 
who lived in Germany over two hun- 
dred years ago? He really knew the 
Lord in a personal, intimate way. Some 
of his friends wished to find the secret 
of his beautiful life. So they hid a 
watchman in Bengel’s_ study. The 
“scout” observed the scholar as he 
Studied the Bible until it was almost 
twelve o’clock. When the midnight 
hour struck, Bengel closed his book, 
clasped his hands, shut his eyes, and 
prayed these words, 

“Dear Lord Jesus, 
same old terms.” 

There was a personal day-by-day 
walk with God, and with His Son 
Jesus Christ! 

Our experience with God (1) should 
be personal. (2) should be continual. 
(3) should be practical. (4) should be 
enjoyable. 

First, all normal red-blooded young 
men like to go swimming, because this 
Sport is educational, relaxing, and en- 
joyable. Young men get a great deal 
of pleasure from the ocean, even in 
Maine, where in a short time one can 
cool off his liver in the coastal waters; 
or on Cape Cod, where the ocean bath- 
ing is warm and the inland lake waters 
are not as salty as those of the ocean. 

But no description of swimming in 
California, or Florida, or the Mississippi 
River, or the Great Lakes, or any other 
part of the world is as good as the ex- 
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perience of it, and the sheer enjoy- 
ment one derives from becoming a fish 
for a few moments. Ah, to swim! It 
is such a delight to man, to beast, and 
to fishes! Did Peter know how to swim? 
(See John 21:7.) Paul’s ability to 
handle himself in the water was a 
factor in the saving of his life (Acts 
27: 13-44). It is far better to swim 
than to talk about it! 

So also with the Lord. Far better 
to know Him, to experience Him, to 
walk with Him, than to hear others 
talk about Him! One may be a church 
member, a Sunday school teacher, and 
even a clergyman, yet never know the 
Lord! 

The Christian’s experience with God 
comes through confession of sins com- 
mitted, acceptance of pardon through 
Christ, the new birth by the Holy 
Spirit, and a daily walk with Him. 

Second, our walk or experience with 
God should be continual—like a long 
journey, through deserts, into valleys, 
and into the mountains of life. Some 
Christians imagine that they can be 
saved today, lost tomorrow, and back 
onto the band wagon the third day, 
much like “off again, on again, gone 
again, Finnegan.” Sheer nonsense! Our 
experience of God, our walk with Him 
begins the day He found us, and con- 
tinues throughout this life, and never 
ends in Heaven. 

Our walk with him on this earth 
may be varied: at times quite thrill- 
ing, at other times our relationship 
with Him may cool, due to trials, temp- 
tations, and tribulations. But still He 
stands by our side. He is there, al- 
though we may not realize His pres- 
ence! 

Third, our experience of God must 
be practical. The fact that God is 
good should make us good, too. The 
fact that we fellowship with God should 
make us more Godlike. Lads in our 
big cities who form gangs are apt to 
become engaged in evil or wicked ways 
—all because the followers imitate the 
evil leaders. God is good—therefore 
we become imitators of Him. 

Not like the man who faithfully went 
to church each Sunday morning of the 
year, faithfully put five cents in the 
collection plate, faithfully came home 
to devour the Sunday dinner which his 
wife had faithfully prepared for him, 
then faithfully scolded and beat his 
wife for some trivial reason! His fel- 
lowship with God had not been a bene- 
fit to his family life. 

But because born-again young peo- 
ple have become “partakers of the di- 
vine nature” (2 Pet. 1:4), they are 
kinder at home, more earnest in school, 
honest in dealings with others. A Chris- 
tian even gives his dog at home a better 
break, because he is kind to animals 
and to God’s creatures. 

Fourth, our experience with God 
should be enjoyed. 

Some folk who say they know the 
Lord look so miserable and unhappy 
about it, that one may truly ask, Do 
they really know the Lord? 

Does a sour-faced, gloomy individual 
who is forever making unkind, untrue, 
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and mean remarks, really walk with 
God? Of course not! Let us pierce the 
veil of make-believe, and look at things 
as they are. A Gloomy Gus may 
mouth orthodox creeds, but in all prob- 
ability he is far, far from the Lord. 

Jesus said, “These things have I 
spoken unto you, that my joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy 
might be full” (John 15:11). 

The goodness of the Lord caused 
David to sing about it (Psas. 116, 117, 
118). Mary the mother of Jesus mag- 
nified or praised the Lord because of 
His mercy to her (Luke 1: 46-55). 

No one could tell David that the Lord 
was not good—David knew better. No 
one could speak to Mary about the 
the goodness of the Lord—Mary had 
an intimate knowledge of God’s maj- 
esty and goodness. No one could in- 
form the blind man whose sight Jesus 
restored about the power and good- 
ness of the Lord, because the blind 
man could say of his experience, “One 
thing I know, that, whereas I was 
blind, now I see” (John 9:25). 

One night a young man was walking 
alone through the woods at a Chris- 
tian camp. Later he told of that walk, 
and said, “It seemed as though the 
hand of God reached down and 
touched my hand.” 

That is it! God touching lives day- 
by-day, and His .children coming to 
know Him in a personal intimate way. 

“O taste and see that the Lord is 
good: blessed is the man that trusteth 
in him” (Psa. 34:8). 


WALTHAM, MAss. 





My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


DAY we have No. 6 on the Scrip- 

ture Catechism card we are learn- 
ing this quarter: Question, “Where is 
the earthly dwelling of the Holy 
Spirit?” Answer, “Know ye not that 
your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost?” (1 Cor. 6:19.) I hope the 
verses we are memorizing about the 
Holy Spirit, will be a great help to us 
in our Christian lives. Because the 
Holy Spirit dwells within us if we are 
saved, we can live victorious Christian 
lives. 

This morning we are going to read 
Psalm 116. In it the psalmist refers to 
many different kinds of trouble he 
passed through, and tells of many an- 
swers to prayer. Romans 8:15, 16 lets 
us know that apart from the indwell- 
ing Holy Spirit, we would not be able 
to pray to God acceptably. ) 

As we read Psalm 116, you girls on 
this side of the table list the different 
kinds of trouble mentioned here that 
the psalmist passed through. (Trou- 
bles: sorrows of death, pains of hell, 
trouble and sorrow, brought low, tears, 
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affliction, bonds.) ‘The psalmist passed 
through almost every kind of trouble 
we can think of. You girls on the 
other side give the different references 
to answered prayer. (Answers: God 
heard, He inclined His ear, He pre- 
served, He helped, He dealt bounti- 
fully, He delivered his soul from death, 
his eyes from tears and his feet from 
falling, He loosed his bonds.) 

Because the writer had been through 
all these experiences, he had come to 
know the Lord better. He found that 
the Lord is gracious, righteous, and 
merciful. Then he exclaims, “What 
shall I render unto the Lord for all his 
benefits toward me?” He answers this 
question by saying three times over 
that he will call upon the Lord. He 
says he will walk before Him, he will 
take the cup of salvation, he will pay 
his vows and offer the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving. 

We have seen that this Psalm tells 
many troubles from which the Lord 
delivered the psalmist. But the most 
wonderful thing the Lord did for him 
was that in answering him He re- 
vealed Himself to him. God’s letting 
us know that He is near, is even more 
wonderful than the help He gives us 
in answer to our prayers. 

A little boy was walking home along 
a lonely country road one dark night. 
He became greatly frightened. Sud- 
denly through the darkness a strong 
voice called, “Is that you, Johnny?” 
It was the voice of his father. Im- 
mediately the boy’s fears were gone. 

A woman I talked to about the Lord 
said, “How do you know there is a 
God?” I answered, “One way I know 
is that God answers my prayers.” She 
said, “So you believe in magic?” I 
said, “No I don’t. God’s answers to 
prayer are entirely different from 
magic. The best part about God’s an- 
swers to prayer is not the things He 
does for us, though they are wonderful. 
The best thing about prayer is that it 
puts us into vital touch with the One 
who answers.” When the Lord Him- 
self answers, His frightened child feels 
like Johnny did when he heard his 
father’s voice: The darkness is no 
longer frightening, the road is no more 
lonely. 

The answers to prayer the psalmist 
had were utterly different from magic. 
He praised the Lord for listening to 
him and for being gracious to him, 
and dealing bountifully with him. 
Through his experiences he learned 
something of what a gracious God we 
have. He was so grateful for what 
the Lord had done for him, and for the 
new revelation he had of the presence 
and character of God that he deter- 
mined to thank and praise God pub- 
lically in the Temple at Jerusalem. 

Once an American missionary in 
China was trying to escape from ban- 
dits. He started down the river in a 
boat, but they got into another boat 
and chased him. When they boarded 
his boat, he jumped overboard. They 
threw spears at him in the water. He 
Swam under the boat and came up on 
the other side. They threw a spear 
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on that side too. He went down under 
the boat and up again several times, 
but they kept on trying to kill him. 
Finally he swam for the shore, al- 
though he knew there were bandits 
there, too. He thought they would kill 
him when he reached the shore. To 
his amazement the chief said, “Let him 
go.” 

When this missionary got back to 
America, someone asked him what 
Scripture text he thought about when 
swimming under the boat in imminent 
danger of death. He answered, “Friend, 
no Scripture text came to me just 
then but the Lord Himself was there!” 

Girls, this is the glory and wonder of 
Christianity. It is not a set of customs 
and beliefs like the religions of the 
world. Christianity is Christ Himself! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 837) 

1. Because the Lord had heard his 
prayer. 

2. He had been delivered from severe 
trials. 

3. It led to praise. 

4. He took the “cup of salvation” 
and called upon His name (Psa. 116: 
13). 

5. The soul’s true rest is 
Himself. 

6. The simple (Psa. 116:6). 

7. Christ (Acts 4:11). 

8. It was made the head of the 
corner. 

9. The day of the resurrection-tri- 
umph of Christ, the first day of the 
week. 

10. We should observe this day by 
honoring the One whom God has hon- 
ored. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


God Is Good 
(Psas. 116:1, 2, 5, 12-14; 117; 118:1) 
ID God ever answer a prayer you 
made? Were you ever sick, very 
sick, and you asked God to make you 
well? You remembered to thank Him, 
I hope. But did you make a poem or 
song praising Him for answering your 
prayer and making you well again? 
I wonder what you would say if you 
did. 

Suppose you were King Hezekiah, 
and had tried your best to live right. 
You had opened up the Temple and 
destroyed the idols. You had prayed 
for God’s help when King Sennacherib’s 


army came, and God had saved the 


city in a wonderful way. But now 
you were sick, terribly sick. Cousin 
Isaiah, the prophet, came with the mes- 
sage that you would not get well but 
die. What would you do? Let the 
Bible tell the story. (Read to the 
children 2 Kings 20:1-3.) The answer 
came very quickly that time. (Con- 
tinue with vv. 4-7.) Wouldn’t your 
heart just sing with joy for such a 
wonderful answer? Can’t you imagine 
Hezekiah’s saying— (read Psa. 116:1-5, 8, 
9. In v. 3b substitute “the pains of 
death caught hold of me” for the words 
of the K.J.V.) We do not know that 
Hezekiah composed this Psalm-song, 
but he might have. He wrote one to 
celebrate his getting well (Isa. 38:9- 
20), and mentions others: “The Lord 
was ready to save me: therefore we 
will sing my songs to the stringed in- 
struments all the days of our life in 
the house of the Lord” (v. 20). 

How could he show his appreciation 
to God besides singing about it? A 
thank-you offering in the Temple! Per- 
haps he had promised the Lord during 
his sickness what he would do if the 
Lord made him well. With the animal 
thank-you offering there would also be 
an offering of wine poured out to the 
Lord (Num. 15:3-5; 28:7b). So his song 
turns to what he will do—(read Psa. 
116: 12-14, 17-19). 

What can you do to show the Lord 
that you appreciate what He has done 
for you—good health, answered prayers, 
and so many other blessings? (Discuss 
such ways as regular attendance, per- 
sonal testimony, extra service, or giv- 
ing in the Lord’s work.) 

Should everyone everywhere praise 
the Lord? (Read Psa. 117 responsively 
by dividing the class into two groups, 
assigning the first part of each verse 
to Group One, and the second part to 
Group Two, all uniting on the last 
“Praise ye the Lord.” After reading, 
repeat the Psalm in unison. These two 
verses were used for Memory Verses 
earlier this year, and are the Memory 
Verse for today.) 

Of course we can praise the Lord 
by using the words of others who ex- 
press that praise so beautifully, like 
the Psalms. What is your favorite? 
But sometimes they do not say just 
what we want to say for ourselves. 
Maybe you have not been sick enough 
to almost die, so you cannot praise the 
Lord for saving you that way. 

Let us begin to make a list of the 
things boys and girls should really 
thank the Lord for, and before Thanks- 
giving perhaps we can make our own 
psalm! Doesn’t the first verse of Psalm 
118 almost say that to you? (Make a 
list. Choose a suitable refrain, such as 
“We thank Thee, O God.” Rearrange 
the list to bring related items together, 
such as parents, brothers, grandmother, 
home. Try to find a beautiful way of 
combining and expressing each group 
of related ideas; for example, “For our 
homes and love of family, we thank 
Thee, O God.” Arrange the thoughts in 
an appropriate order, perhaps begin- 
ning with nature, progressing to home, 
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health, comforts, and country, and end- 
ing with spiritual benefits. Review of 
the last lesson should contribute a 
thought to be included—forgiveness.) 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


God is good to me, God is good to me, 
He holds my hand, He helps me stand, 

God is good to me! 

ANNY sang the little chorus again 

and again. He knew it was true. 
God was good to him. Often he quoted 
the words of our Memory Verse, “O give 
thanks unto the Lord; for he is good” 
(Psa. 118:1). His mother had taught 
him the chorus and the verse of Scrip- 
ture. It was from his mother that he 
learned of the goodness of God. 

Danny knows that God loves to have 
His children talk to Him in prayer. He 
knew that what the psalmist said in the 
long, long ago is equally true today: 
“I love the Lord, because he hath heard 
my voice and my supplications” (116: 
1). The psalmist had prayed to God 
when He was in great trouble. And 
Danny had prayed to God when he 
was in great trouble. Danny’s trouble 
was different from the psalmist’s. But 
it was real trouble, nevertheless. 
Danny’s heart told him that he was a 
sinner. He had lied. He had stolen. 
He had been naughty at home. All of 
these things—and others—made Danny 
realize that he would never be able to 
go to Heaven. Nor would he be happy 
in Heaven—not with all those awful 
sins in his heart. How could he ever 
bear to look at the sinless Son of God? 
So one day he poured his trouble out 
to his mother. And then and there he 
learned from her how to ask God’s 
forgiveness. He realized that day, for 
the first time in all his seven years, 
that the Lord Jesus Christ, the perfect 
one, had died for the sin of the world— 
for Danny’s sin. And at once Danny 
asked Him to be his Saviour. 

From that moment on, Danny was a 
different boy. He knew that the Lord 
had heard, and answered his prayer. 
Never again would he have to worry 
about being punished for his sin. His 
heart told him that God had heard and 
answered his prayer. Like the Psalm 
writer of old, he could say, “Therefore 
will I call upon him as long as I live” 
(v. 2). 

It was less than two weeks before 
Thanksgiving that year that Danny 
learned what one thing God wants 
everyone to do. Danny, like the psalm- 
ist, had been wondering, what can I 
ever give God for all that He has done 
for me? (v. 12.) Danny had realized, 
after hearing his mother talk about it, 
that Thanksgiving was a time of being 
especially thankful for God’s goodness. 
All of the people in his Sunday school 
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would be taking cans and jars and 
packages of food to church the next 
Sunday. The food would be given to 
the people who did not have enough to 
eat. By sharing with others, they were 
showing that they were grateful for 
what God had given them. “But,” his 
mother explained, “God tells us in His 
Word what one thing we can do that 
is really giving a gift to God Himself. 
That one thing is not giving anything. 
It is taking.” 

“That sounds all mixed up, Mother!” 
Danny exclaimed. 

“Indeed it does, son. But the way 
we honor God most is by taking His 
gifts and thanking Him for them. The 
psalmist says we should ‘take the cup 
of salvation.’ When you received the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, you were 
saved from sin, Danny. You gave a gift 
to God when you received His sal- 
vation gift. But there is more to sal- 
vation than being saved from the 
punishment of sin (justification). God 
wants to save you from the power of 
sin (sanctification). When we are with 
Him forever in Heaven, we will be 
saved from the presence of sin (glori- 
fication). All of these things are part 
of our salvation. Today you could show 
your gratitude to God by asking Him 
to set you apart (sanctify) for Him- 
self. He wants to keep you clean and 
pure. He does not want sin to be your 
ruler (Rom. 6:14). By telling Him that 
you want to be His entirely for all of 
your life, you will make Him very 
happy. And He will make you very 
happy, Danny.” 

And that is what Danny did right 
that moment. 
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Worry is incompatible with a life of 
prayer.—Norman B. Harrison. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Them Sky Telegrams.—I love the 
Lord, because he hath heard my voice 
and my _  supplications (Psa. 116:1, 
Golden Text). A little newsboy was 
complaining of his discouragements and 
a Christian friend was trying to tell 
him to bring them to Jesus. But the 
little fellow could not comprehend the 
mystery of prayer. Putting his finger 
on the boy’s forehead the gentleman 
said, “What do you do in there?” “I 
think,” said the little fellow. “Well, 
now,” said the other, “God can look 
down and see your thought. Suppose 
therefore that you just think a little 
wish or prayer every time you are in 
difficulty; God will look down and read 
it, and it will become a telegram to 
Heaven and bring you an answer.” The 
next time the gentleman met his little 
friend he hardly knew him, he looked 
so bright. “Oh,” said he, as quickly as 
they met, “It’s all right since I began 
sending them sky telegrams, everything 
is different.” So let us keep looking 
unto Jesus, and when too tired or busy 
to formulate a prayer, let us think it 
and the Holy Spirit will flash it to 
Heaven. From Choice Gleanings Cal- 
endar. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


Extricated From the Morass.—The 
sorrows of death compassed me, and 
the pains of hell gat hold upon me 
(Psa. 116:3). Richard Almo, an em- 
ployee of the Jones and Laughlin steel 
works in Pittsburgh, while walking 
home from his night shift, saw what 
looked like a human head protruding 
from the ground, at the bottom of a 
ravine 150 feet deep, off the Penn- 
Lincoln Highway. There was no re- 
sponse to his call, so he went down to 
investigate, and made the surprising 
discovery that what he saw was actu- 
ally the head of a living man! The 
man had been trapped eighteen hours 
in a morass into which he had sunk to 
his chin. His mouth was full of mud 
so that he could not speak, and all he 
could do was move his eyes. The 
steelworker hurried back to the high- 
way where he secured a man to aid 
him, and a telephone call was made to 
the police and fire departments at 
Green Tree. Fifteen men responded. 
They used tree branches to support 
them in the morass while placing a 
rope under the sinking man’s shoulders. 
It required forty-five minutes to pull 
him out, and several firemen had also 
to be extricated. At the hospital, doc- 
tors listed the man as in critical con- 
dition from shock and pneumonia. This 
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incident brings to mind Scriptures and 
songs, for instance, 

From sinking sand He lifted me; 

With tender hand He lifted me; 

From shades of night, to plains of light; 

O praise His name, He lifted me. 
—From Tom Olson in Now. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Revealed in the Tunnel.—Then called 
I upon the name of the Lord; O Lord, 
I beseech thee, deliver my soul (Psa. 
116:4). Traveling once on a train, 
among my fellow passengers was a lit- 
tle child who romped and was at home 
with everybody. Had anyone looked 
at her while she was frolicking thus, he 
would not have been able to tell to 
whom she belonged—she seemed to be 
the property of everyone. But soon 
the engine gave a loud shriek as we 
plunged into a dark tunnel, and in a 
moment the child flew like a bird to 
nestle herself in a lady’s lap. I knew 
then who was her mother. So in the 
day of prosperity the good man may 
go hither and thither and there may 
not be very much to tell whose he is; 
but let him be sent through some dark 
tunnel of affliction and you will see at 
once to whom he belongs.—From Dr. 
W. M. Taylor. Sent by Mrs. A. E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Enduring Mercy.—Yea, our God is 
merciful (Psa. 116:5). There was an 
African Christian worker who neglected 
prayer and let avarice creep in. He 
wandered far, neglected the Word, 
never witnessed to others, never as- 
sociated with other Christians. But 
prayer for him never ceased. Last year 
a missionary found him and was showing 
him the revised edition of the Bam- 
bara New Testament with Psalms in- 
cluded. Nani had not seen it. Out of 
curiosity he began to read and found 
he could not stop. He came upon the 
oft-repeated phrase, “For his mercy 
endureth for ever.” Repentant and 
broken in spirit by such a reminder 
of the love of his God, he came back 
to the Christian service and testified: 
“It was avarice and prayerlessness that 
was my downfall. For ten years I 
have wandered in sin. Why did God 
spare my life? Why did He not cut me 
off? Because ‘his mercy endureth for- 
ever.’ ”*—From the Alliance Witness. Sent 
by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sus- 
sex, Eng. 


Only the Best for God.—What shall 
I render unto the Lord for all his 
benefits toward me? (Psa. 116:12.) A 
colored man was telling of his way of 
giving to the Lord. “Yes, sir,” said he, 
“IT gibs de truck off o’ one acre ebbery 
year to de Lawd.” “Which acre is it?” 
the friend asked. “Well, dat is a differ- 
ent question. Truf is, de acre changes 
most ebbery season.” ‘“How’s that?” 
“Why, in wet season I gibs de Lawd 
de low land, and in dry season I gibs 
Him de top acre of the whole plan- 
tation.” “In that case the Lord’s acre is 
the worst in the whole farm, for in wet 
seasons it would be quite flooded, and 
in dry times parched?” “Jes’ so. You 
don’t allow I’se going to rob my family 


ob de best acre I’se got, did ye?” Is 
not that too much the fashion of our 
offerings to the Lord—shreds of time, 
bits of talent, driblets of money, fringes 
of things? The Magi teach us better, 
They gave their best. It is not our 
poorest, but our best, that we should 
give to the Lord.—From Prairie Pastor, 
Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 
Prize illustration. 


Everything for Nothing.—What shall 
I render unto the Lord... ? I will 
take the cup of salvation... (Psa. 116: 
12, 13). An aged saint, on being asked 
to explain salvation, aptly replied, 
“Something for nothing.” Another aged 
saint, who had weathered the storms 
for many a long year, and was nearing 
the heavenly harbor, on hearing this 
story related exclaimed, “Aye, it’s even 
better than that. It’s everything for 
nothing.” Salvation comes the moment 
you cease trying, struggling, and doing, 
and accept the free gift of God—Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Worship in Silence—I will pay my 
vows unto the Lord now in the presence 
of all his people (Psa. 116:14). In my 
congregation there was an elderly lady 
who for many years was so deaf that 
she could not hear even the loudest 
noise. Nevertheless she was always one 
of the first present every Sunday morn- 
ing for services. Since I knew that it 
was completely impossible for her to 
hear anything that was spoken from 
altar and pulpit, I asked her once why 
she continually came. This was her 
answer: “Even though I can’t hear any- 
thing you say in the service, I come 
anyway because I love God’s house 
and wish to be found walking in His 
paths. And the Lord gives me many 
good thoughts about the text of your 
sermon which someone always points 
out to me in my Bible. Another rea- 
son is that at church I am in the very 
best company. I am directly in the 
presence of God and among those whom 
He has made holy and whom He will 
make glorious. Why _ shouldn't this 
make me happy? It is not enough for 
me to worship God in my room at 
home. It is my duty and my privilege 
to worship Him publicly in the church 
service.” What a reprimand this is to 
those who can hear every word but 
who always come late or never come 
at all to the public worship of their 
God!—From Wesleyan Methodist. Sent 
by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 
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European Christian Fellowship 


Tour 


HE popularity of Christian Fellow- 

ship Tours demands one to Europe 
for the spring of 1961. An unusually 
attractive European tour has been ar- 
ranged, leaving New York on the SS. 
Liberte, of the French Line, on May 
11th and returning to New York on the 
same ship forty-nine days later. The 
tour includes visits to England, Bel- 
gium, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, 
Italy, and France. Coraprehensive 
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sightseeing tours are included in many 
historic cities in all of these countries. 

The tour party is limited to thirty- 
two. It is therefore necessary to reg- 
ister early to insure accommodation. 
An informative, illustrated itinerary is 
available to those who have interest in 
this travel vacation of a lifetime. The 
tour has been arranged through the 
Travel Bureau of the Philadelphia Na- 
tional Bank. Send your request for the 
itinerary to the tour director, Harry 
J. Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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West Indies Cruise 
(Continued from page 835) 


from Ram’s Horn Ridge, the harbor of 
Kingston is seen as a panorama of 
blue. The return trip includes a stop 
at the Botanical Gardens, located at a 
seven-hundred-foot elevation. Here is 
a magnificent collection of orchids, 
tropical trees, citrus fruits, coffee and 
other tropical plants. The party will 
return to the Empress of England for 
lunch. 

The Empress of England will be the 
hotel for the party at all times, and a 
very lovely hotel, too. She is a large 
25,500-ton vessel, has five decks, four 
elevators, is fully air-conditioned, and 
is equipped with every conceivable con- 
venience and comfort for the enjoy- 
ment of passengers. 

The cruise starts from New York 
January 30, 1961, and returns to New 
York, February 16, 1961. 

Many comprehensive sightseeing tours 
have been arranged for this cruise. 
A circular is available that gives all 
details, including costs. If you are in- 
terested in having a fine winter cruise 
vacation during a time when average 
weather in the United States is rather 
inclement, write to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa., 
and the circular will be sent to you at 
once. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will be 
with the party throughout the cruise. 
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Worldwide Bible Reading 
(Continued from page 830) 


clude background Scripture readings for 
each week’s International Uniform Sun- 
day School Lessons. In addition to the 
program for the entire year, the Society 
has printed a list of readings, also in 
bookmark form, for the 1960 Thanks- 
giving-to-Christmas Worldwide Bible 
Reading period. In this period, the 
week of December 4-11 has been desig- 
nated as Universal Bible Week, reaching 
its climax on Universal Bible Sunday, 
December 11. Attractive posters and 
publicity materials are made available 
to churches and other groups or indi- 
viduals by The American Bible Society, 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22. 

Single copies of the Daily Bible Read- 
ing schedules are free. In quantity, the 
Price is 60 cents a hundred. Many 


churches order the lists in quantity and 
distribute them to their members and 
others in the community. Individuals 
may order them for their own use and 
for neighbors and friends. 
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By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


November 7 to 13 


Mon.—Psalm 40:1-8. 
Waiting for the Lord. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I waited pa- 
tiently for the Lord.” God is certainly 
well worth waiting for no matter what 
may be our need. God does not move 
on our time. He is always on time. 





If Your Organization Can Use Some Money 
our plan was tailor made for you. Make your 
spare time turn into cash. Sell our nationally 
advertised religious games. 


For details write: P.O. Box 86, Bayonne, N. J. 


A PASTOR AND HIS PEOPLE 


A timely tract on the responsibility of the Church 
to its pastor—by John H. Greening. 





Supplied without charge 
as the Lord supplies the funds 


CLARENCE PRESS, INC. 
10660 Main Street Clarence, N. Y. 


HAVE YOU LOST A LOVED ONE? 


“Great Questions” answers the BIG QUESTIONS 
concerning the life after death! Is the future life 
REAL? Is the Resurrection Body A REAL BODY? 
Shall we know our loved ones in the future life? 
etc. This blessed booklet is of vital importance to 
you, if you’ve lost a loved one. Postpaid only 15 
cents. 


GOSPEL BOOKS, Dept. 


WANTED 


for donation to independent evangelists engaged 
in children’s work in underprivileged areas of 
Greater New York: Outdated lesson material, take 
home papers; used Bibles, Testaments, son books, 
devotional books, 16mm films, 35mm slides, gos- 
pel records, filmstrips, flannelgraph material. Also 
need projection equipment, etc. Write before ship- 
ping in quantity 
YOUTH EVANGELISM — 

15 Llewellyn Ave. orne, N. J. 





SY-10G, ROWAN, IOWA 
























WOMAN 
TO 
WOMAN 
In Woman to Woman, 
Eugenia Price speaks 
from her heart to 
yours. Women leaders 


are saying: ... rare 


” 


oss 192 Pages. Cloth, $2.50; Paper, $1.50 


| 
STRICTLY PERSONAL § 


What Can Be More Personal Than Your Re- 
lationship to God! In her warm and refreshing 
style, Eugenia Price draws from her 10 years 
of rich experience to relate the adventure of 
discovering what God is really like. She answers 
the questions you, too, have asked — Does 
God Know Us Personally? Can He Understand 
Our Temptations? Was Christ. Tempted By 
Hungers Like Ours? Was He Tempted By 
Ambition? What Is the New Birth? —and 


many others. 


SHARE MY NEVER 
PLEASANT A DULL 
STONES MOMENT 


Genie shares with you 
- personal notes in her 
own Bible. Centered in 
the love of Christ, 
written to be under 


Honest questions by 
teenagers; honest 
answers by Eugenia 
Price. What’s right 
and what’s wrong? 

















DISCOVERIES 


Made From Living My 


New Life. Dale Evans 
Rogers says, “ 

bless you, Genie, for 
your book . What 


a rich and glowing exe 
perience with Christ 
you’ve had! 
Over 60,000 in Print. 


1? 





October 29, 1960 (Lesson for November 13) 





insight - a great stood. Over 40,000 in Why is sex wrong if 
ery help.” rint God made it? 
5,000 in print 384 Pages. Cloth, $3.00 Over 130,000 in Print 
256 Pages, Cloth, $2.50 Cloth, $2.00 
Paper, $1.50 Paper, $1.00 
BOOKS BY ROSALIND RINKER 
PRAYER WHO IS THE YEARS 
Conversing With THIS MAN? THAT COUNT 


“Ros” feels that prayer 
is probably the most 
important key to effec- 
tive Christian living. 
120 Pages. Cloth, $2.00 
Paper, $1.00 








ORDER FROM YOUR 
BOOKSELLER or 








Excellent study aimed 
at searching the Scrip- 
tures to examine the 
life of Christ — His 
Works, His Words, 
ay Way. 


6 Pages. 
Plastic binding, $1.50 


A Book That Lets 
Young People Think 
for Themselves. 
heartily recommend 
it!’’ Pres. Youth for 
Christ. 
Over 15,000 in Print 
128 Pages, $2.00 


ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 
GRAND RAPIDS 6, MICHIGAN 






















Wait, O my soul, only upon God. Wait 
patiently... Remember you have need 
of patience after you have done the 
will of God that you might obtain 
blessing. Saul lost his kingdom by 
being impatient. No one who waits on 
God will ever be put to shame. God 
never disappoints a trusting soul. Pray 
for your country earnestly. 


Tues.—Psalm 63:1-8. 
Satisfaction in God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “God, thou art 


my God; early will I seek thee: my 
soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth 
for thee in a dry and thirsty land, 
where no water is. To see thy power 
and thy glory, so as I have seen thee 
in the sanctuary.” David expresses joy 
in God who satisfies the longing soul. 
The life of your Saviour indicates what 
your life should be in faith, hope, love, 
and trust. With God you have all: 
without Him vanity. Is God to you 
the one great reality? Pray for your 
nation today. 











Dr. V. Raymond Edman says: 


President of Wheaton College 


“FOR THE CHRISTIAN 
MAN OR WOMAN SEEKING 
INCREASED INCOME 
AND EXCELLENT 
SECURITY... 


The Book of Life Home Training Plan, in my opinion, 





is one of the most satisfying and rewarding.” 





Here’s a program in which pastors, teachers, church workers and all ener- 
getic Christians can find deep satisfaction . . . because the purpose of the 
plan is to get the Bible read and understood in more homes—to further 
the spiritual growth and enrichment of our children. 


This unique plan has no competition... eal 


Every Christian home in your town and neighbor- 
ing communities is a prospect . . . you work on 
a proven “‘lead”’ system ... make no a 


. and there’s nothing to buy. 
Work full or part time... 


Many of our people working full time make 
from $8,000 to $12,000 yearly. Many more work = ahha 
part time earning $75 to $100 a week. : 






And above all, as they earn, these folk are in a vital home minding to 


further Christ’s Kingdom! 


Once you’ve started, you’ll agree with Dr. Edman that the spiritual 
opportunities and financial gain are most satisfying. 





JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY, INC. 
22 W. Madison Street, Chicago 2, Illinois 


Yes, I’m interested. Please send me complete information on your 
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program, 

! Fillin the coupon now Name. . 
[oc we'll help you get ila | 
| started immediately. pega 1 
! City. Province. ! 
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Wed.—Psalm 116:1-7. 
Deliverance From Death, 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Thou hast de- 
livered my soul from death, mine eyes 
from tears, and my feet from falling.” 
Facing death is life’s greatest experi- 
ence. The most difficult thing is sub. 
mission to the will of God. But when 
this is yours, dying will be comfortable, 
Study your Lord’s prayer in Gethsemane, 
God gives length of years. Dedicate 
to God your time and service. It be 
longs to Him. Living for God is the 
surest way to have length of days (see 
Psas. 91:16; 92:14). Pray for your coun- 
try and for revival in your church. 


Thurs.—Psalm 116:8-19. 
Praise for Deliverance, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will offer to 
thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and 
will call upon the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows unto the Lord, 
now in the presence of all his people.” 
If you get blessings from God be care- 
ful never to forget His loving-kindness, 
The mercy that thrills your soul will 
thrill fellow Christians when you say, 
“Hear what the Lord hath done for my 
soul!” We are usually loud in prayer; 
but soft when it comes to thanksgivings. 
Be always thankful unto God and bless 
His name. Pray and enlist others to 
pray for your country. 


Fri—Psalms 117:1 to 118:4. 
Praise for God’s Steadfast Love. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: His merciful 
kindness is great toward us: and the 
truth of the Lord endureth for ever.” 
“His mercy endureth for ever.” Cul- 
tivate praise. Sing songs and hymns 
and spiritual songs. Make melody in 
your heart unto the Lord, singing in 
nights of sorrow. Remember Paul and 
Silas. A singing Christian gives Satan 
cold feet. Praise from loyal hearts 
makes the courts of Heaven ring. Pray 
for your nation today, and get your 
minister to broaden prayer for the 
Government in his services of worship. 


Sat.—Psalm 118:5-18. 
Security in the Lord. 
PRAYER SuGcestTions: “The Lord is on 
my side; I will not fear: what can 
man do unto me?” If God be for you 
who can be against you? If you are 
an heir of the promises of God, who 
can harm you if you follow that which 
is good? Are you in Christ’s hand? 
His hand is in the Father’s hand. How 
safe! Abide in Him when troubles af- 
fright and foes assail. Pray for the 
President and world rulers. 


Sun.—Psalm 118:19-29. 
Thanks for Answered Prayer. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “O give thanks. 
unto the Lord; for he is good: for 
his mercy endureth for ever.” Give 
thanks to God at the remembrance’ of 
His mercy. Cultivate thanks for every 
favor. Enter into His presence’ with 
thanksgiving. Bless His name for every 
token of love. Thank Him for bitter 
When our Lord took the cup 


cups. 
He gave thanks (Matt. 26:27), Let your 
life be one of thanksgiving. Pray for 


the Government. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 




















